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Model provenance needs records or repeatable tests

S >95%

Interactions in LLMmap entified Fingerprinting accuracy

A June 1 Instagram reel says researchers at “Oxford of Ohio” asked four American LLMs in
Chinese what model they were, then treated their answers as evidence that some were Chinese
models. The post names no authors, paper, dataset, prompt wording, sample size, API model
IDs, or sampling settings, and a fresh search of Miami University’s site and scholarly indexes
found no matching study. More importantly, an LLM’s self-description is generated text, not
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an identity record. System instructions, conversation context, language, and random sampling
can change it. Provider documentation exposes identity outside the answer: Anthropic pub-
lishes exact API IDs for each Claude model, while xAI distinguishes moving aliases from dated
model releases. Those records tell you what endpoint was requested. The model saying “I am
Qwen” does not.

If provider records are unavailable, provenance can be tested statistically, but it takes repeated,
controlled measurements. LLMmap identified 42 model versions with over 95% accuracy using
as few as eight interactions, even through unknown system prompts and app layers. A separate
NeurIPS 2025 study tested more than 600 models from 30 million to 4 billion parameters and
reported 90% to 95% precision and 80% to 90% recall for detecting derived models. Those
are useful fingerprints, not proof of copied weights or secret routing. Stronger evidence comes
from fixed model IDs, deployment logs, weight hashes, signed artifacts, and independent audits.
Without the alleged study’s methods and records, its model-origin story is unverified.

Sources:

e The circulating claim (Instagram)

o Claude model IDs (Anthropic)

o xAl model aliases and dated releases

o LLMmap model fingerprinting study (USENIX Security 2025)

e Model Provenance Testing for Large Language Models (NeurIPS 2025)
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